Us 



before line 4^nsert 
- Discussio n oftjie-ljackground-. 

Pag/2, before line 29, insert 

- SUMMARY OF THR rNVRNTTON -. 
Page/5, before line 29, insert 

- RRTRF DESCRTPTTON OF THR PR AWTNGS --. 
Page 6^before line 1, insert 
--DRTATLEP DESCRTPTTO N O F TH E PREFRRRED EMB O DT M E NT S- 

T NT HE C LAT M S 
Page 14, change "CLAIMS" to 



WHAT TS NRW AND DRSTRRD TO RR SRCT IRRD T^Y TRTTRRS PATRNT OF THR 



IJNTTED STATES TSF : 



Please amend Claim 1-18 as follows: 




1. (Amended) Process for manufacturing a composite tape [(10)] based on 
reinforcing fibres and on a thermoplastic organic material, consisting in bringing together and 
in consolidating a multiplicity of continuous yams [(l/)], characterized in that: 

[-] yams [(1 1)] based on thermoplastic and reinforcing fibres and entrained and 
brought together in a parallel manner in the formyof a sheet^[(12)]; 

[- the] said sheet [(12)] is made to entei/a zone jn which it is heated to a temperature 
reaching at least the melting point of the the^oplastic without reaching the softening 
temperature of the reinforcing fibres; 

[-] the sheet [(12)] is made to pa&s through a rotating impregnation device [(80)], 
while maintaining its temperature at>a temperature at which the thermoplastic is malleable, in 
order to distribute the molten themioplastic uniformly and guarantee that the reinforcing 
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fibres are completely impregnated by the latter; 

[-] the sheet [(12)] is introduced into a shaping afed centring device [(100)], while 
maintaining its temperature at a temperature at whicji the4hermoplastic is malleable, so as to 
obtain a tape [(13)] formed by bringing the yamyf(l 1)] together so as to be touching, thereby 
creating transverse continuity; 

[-] the tape [(13)] is cooled in order t(6 consohdate the yams by freezing the 
thermoplastic and its dimensional charac^ristics and its appearance are set in order to deliver 
[the] said composite tape [(10)]. 

Clainj.2fline 2, delete "(1 1)". 
Claim^aftine^, delete "or 2". 
Claip^^Tline 2, delete "(1 1)", and 

line<deletr"(12)". 
Claim 5, line<dele>"(12)", and 

\\^A, delete "(80)". 
Clairi/6, line 3, delete "(10)". 



7. (Amended) Apparatus for implementing me process according to [any one of 
Claims] Claim 1 [to 6], characterized in that it comprises: 

[-] means [(130)] for entraining the contijiuous yams [(11)] consisting of reinforcing 
filaments and of thermoplastic filaments and r^eans [(50)] for bringing [the] said continuous 
yams into the form of a sheet [(12)]; 

[-] means [(70)] for heating [ttej s^id sheet [(12)] to a temperature reaching at least 
the melting point of the thenrioplastj'Jy&jWs^iot the softening temperature of the reinforcing 
filaments; 

[-] a rotating device [(80)] fcfr impregnating the heated sheet so as to distribute the 
molten thermoplastic uniformly and guarantee that the reinforcing filaments are completely 
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impregnated by the latter; 

[-] a device [(100)] for shaping and centring the/Sheet [(12)] so as to convert it into a 




tape [(13)]; 

[-] a calender [(1 10)] for cooling the tape ]|^3)^ making it possible to freeze the 

thermoplastic and^-consolidate the yams [(11^ and form the final tape [(10)] 

Clainj/^line 2, delete "(90)"; 

line-^delete "(12)"; and 
Un^Xdelete "(80)". 
Claii^linp 2, delete "(70, 90)". 
1= Claim ^ line 2, de|iefe^'(50)"; 

line l(^\^"{S\)"; and 
nQ4^ delete "(11)". 
« Claim 0, line 2, dejete "(80)"; 

line/6{fd^te "(81)"; and 
lipa/^delete "(12)". 
Claim l/f line 2,, delete "(81)"; and 
same line, delete "(82)". 
Claim 13, line 2, delete "iWOT; 

line ^delete "(lOm; 
same Ihafe, delet^"(102)"; 
line /delete "(12)"; and 
line 8^/4^ete "(13)". 
Claiml4, line/2, /dfelete "(110"); 

line^delete "(13)"; and 
line/e, delete "(10)". 
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